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A GROWING MOVEMENT FOR 
CHANGE IN THE AMERICAS 

 
No one expected 2009 to be easy.  The global economic 
crisis hit many Latin American countries already struggling 
under staggering poverty.  Drug war violence, fueled by U.S. 
military aid, expanded throughout the hemisphere.  The U.S. 
response to a shocking military coup d’etat in Honduras ended 

the hope that there would 
be real support for 
democracy in the 
Americas. 
 
In the US, many nonprofit 
organizations are facing 
drastically reduced 
budgets, at a time when 
their services are needed 
most.  Despite the dire 
situation, Witness for 

Peace was ready to respond to the many calls from our 
partners to stand with them against policies that cause 
poverty and oppression.  Whether accompanying activists 
receiving death threats in Colombia or Honduras, or walking 
with parents in Mexico or Nicaragua who have lost children 
to the dangerous migrant journeys, we were there to 
continue our vital role supporting marginalized communities.   
 
But we didn’t do it alone.  Hundreds of WFP delegates 
opened their hearts and their minds to understand the daily 
challenges of people they met in Bolivia, Colombia, Cuba, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, or Venezuela.  They returned 
to the US to join 
thousands of WFP 
activists ready to 
mobilize to help 
improve the lives of 
the people they met.     
 
Witness for Peace 
also brought the 
voices of our Latin 
American partners to hundreds of communities across the 
U.S.  Through new videos, dynamic speaker tours, creative 
protest rallies, media outreach and well-researched 
documentation, U.S. policymakers over 200,000 citizens 
heard the first-hand accounts of those whose lives are 
affected by the decisions made in Washington.  An 
unprecedented 25,000 concerned citizens, sent emails and 
faxes or called their members of Congress to call for real 
change in U.S. policy toward Latin America.   
 
Our movement is growing.  We are inspired by our 
community of partners and activists to continue the long 
struggle for peace, justice and sustainable economies in the 
Americas.  It is a struggle we must win. 

Witness for Peace is a politically independent, grassroots  
organization. We are people committed to nonviolence and 

led by faith and conscience. Our mission is to support peace,  
justice and sustainable economies in the Americas by changing 

U.S. policies and corporate practices which contribute to 
poverty and oppression in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

We stand with people who seek justice. 

 
 

 
Years ended December 31, 2007 and December 31, 2008 

Statement of Financial Position 
 

ASSETS      2008  2007            
 
Current Assets                   $205, 944        $198,799        
 
Property and Equipment: 
Land, Building, and  
Equipment less Depreciation                     $14,561          $15,288          
 
Total Assets                      $221, 005        $214,587         
 
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
 
Current Liabilities and  
Note Payable               $271, 137        $205,182         
 
Net Assets                ($50, 132)           $9,405          
 
Total Liabilities and Net Assets             $221, 005        $214,587         
 
 

 
 
 

Years ended December 31, 2007 and December 31, 2008 
Statement of Activities 

 

REVENUES    2008             2007         

Fundraising Appeals              $317,265         $314,426      

Contributions and Bequests             $105,129           $78,758        

Delegation Fees                  $368,500         $390,919        

Grants                            $69,755           $45,000          

Publications                      $716                $628            

Investment Income                         $870             $3,003            

TOTAL REVENUES                   $873,780         $874,859         

 

EXPENSES 

Program Expenses: Grassroots  
and International Program          $728,729          $683,958        

Management and Administrative            $53,216          $126,351         

Fundraising              $151,372          $134,711     

TOTAL EXPENSES           $933,317          $945,020        

 

Changes in net assets                             ($59,537)           ($70,161)          

Net assets at beginning of year                  $9,405           $79,566           

Net assets at the end of year                  ($50,132)             $9,405           

 
 
 
 WfP Board of Directors 2008-2009 

Mavis Anderson*   Megan Kennedy-Farrel* 
Steven Bennett    Paul Lewin* 
Jennifer DeLury Ciplet*   Rev. John Pegg* 
Marino Cordoba*   Gail Phares* 
Edward Fillenwarth, Jr.*  Georgene Schumacker 
Julia Graff*    Dannette Sharpley* 
Judy Greenburg*   Amy Shelton* 
Rev. Graylan Hagler*   Sanho Tree* 
Aleita Hass-Holcombe*  
Rev. Michael Joseph*  
  
 
WfP Staff 2008-2009 
Melinda St. Louis Executive Director 
Sharon Hostetler* Executive Director 
Jess Hunter-Bowman* Associate Director 
Ken Crowley*              National Delegations Organizer 
Paul Magno*              Finance and Operations Manager 
Roxanne Hanson*         Communications Director 
 
 
WfP Regional Organizers 2008-2009 
Ben Beachy, Mid-Atlantic* 
Tanya Cole, Southwest* 
Colette Cosner, Pacific Northwest* 
Vera Leone, Mid-Atlantic* 
Kristen Melby, Upper Midwest 
Gail Phares, Southeast* 
Beth Poteet, Pacific Northwest 
Joanne Ranney, New England* 
Robyn Skrebes, Upper Midwest* 
 
 
WfP International Teams 2008-2009 
Rachel Anderson*  Nicole Marin*  
Alexis Ball*   Todd Miller* 
Galen Cohee Baynes*    Patricia Narvaez 
Diego Benitez*    Kath Nygard  
Candice Camargo*  Geno Polka*   
Dunya Cope*   Alison Paul 
Lauren Dasse   Sara Riegler* 
Josh Dautoff*   Robert Saper  
Amanda Hooker*  Lina Saunders   
Tony Macias*   Ann Thiesen   
Betty Marin*           Rick LaTorra 
  
  * Currently Serving 

 
 
 
 

Witness for  Peace 
3628 12th Street  NE 

Washington,  DC 20017 
202-547-6112 

www.witnessforpeace.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peace Circle Donors 2008 ($250 and above) 

Peace Partner Donors 2008 ($5,000 and above) 
 

The ASC Foundation 
Hagedorn Foundation 
Fair Share Foundation 
Open Society Institute 

Sisters of Divine Providence 
Unitarian Universalist Association 

Kathleen Ruff 
Eric Schwartz 

Benedictine Foundation 
Church of the Ascension 
Church of Christ, Union 
Church of the Epiphany 
Congregation of Notre Dame 
Directions for Rural Action Fund 
Dorothea Tuney Foundation 
Gail & Harry Grim Foundation 
Helen Brach Foundation 
Institute of the Sisters of Mercy 
McKenzie River Gathering 
     Foundation 
Polk Brothers Foundation 
Racine Dominican Sisters 
RMF Foundation 
Rock Spring Congregational United 
Church of Christ 
School Sisters of Notre Dame of 
     St. Louis  
Sinsinawa Dominicans 
Sisters of Charity Ministry Fund 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
Sisters of the Divine Savior 
Sisters of the Living Word 
Sisters of Loretto Special Needs 
     Fund 
Sisters of Providence 
Sisters of Saint Dominic 
Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy 
     Cross 
Sisters of St. Francis of Holy 
     Name Province 
Sisters of St.Joseph TOSF 
St. Irenaeus Catholic Church 
St. Michael's Parish 
St. Mary Parish 
Tides Foundation   
Emory & Marilyn Ackley   
John & Marla Adams   
Timothy Akins   
Phyllis Albritton   
Philip & Betty Jo Anderson   
Mavis & Phil Anderson   
Richard Andrus   
Celestine Armenta & Chip Sharpe 
Rick Axtel 
Joe Bachman   
Gerritt Baker-Smith   
C. Minor Barringer   
Anne Barstow   
Steve Bennett   
Catherine Bertrand   
Judy Bierbaum   
Beverly Birky   
Linda Black   
Bob Bonthius 

Joan Bowen   
John & Martha Bradshaw   
Elyse Arnow Brill &  
     Joshua Arnow 
Lois V. Bromson   
Wallace Brown   
Margaret Brown   
William & Barbara Buss   
Leigh Carter &  
     Andrew Schuman   
Alfred & Gladys Claassen   
Lynn Clowes   
Harvey Cohen   
Jonathan Allen Cohn   
Charles L. Conlon   
Tereza Coraggio 
Sophie Cowan   
Areta Crowell   
Ken Crowley   
Susan Davidoff   
John Mark Dayton   
Jennifer Delury Ciplet &  
     David Ciplet 
Reid W. &  
     Margaret E. Dennis   
Brett Dillahunt   
Neville & Doreen D'Souza   
Susan DuBois   
Carol Dwyer   
Carl Edwards   
Becky & Jonathan Felton   
Ed & Valerie Fillenwarth   
Anne A. &  
    Thomas Fitzpatrick   
James E. Flynn   
Dagmar Foley   
William Forthman &  
     Paul Edison 
John Fournelle 
Eugene & Marian Gabrych   
Mae Gautier   
David Gelfand & Ellen Daniell 
Mathew Goin   
Naomi Greenberg   
Robert Grimm   
Donna Gushen 
Dennis Haas   
Martin Haase 
Susan Haig   
Richard & Angelica Harter   
Aleita Hass-Holcombe   
Thomas F. Heck   
Sheila Herbert   
Mark & Carol Hess   
Bern Hinckley & Sarah Gorin   
Loren Hintz   

Kyle Hoelscher   
Alan Holcombe   
Cheron A. Holman   
Joseph Holmes   
Barbara Houghton   
Thomas & Elisabeth Jones   
Arthur Kennedy   
Megan Kennedy-Farrell 
Paula Kline &  Alan Wright 
Lisa Klopfer   
Joan A. Kraft   
Art & Beth Kubick   
Betsy Lamb & Ann Havill 
John & Claudia Lamperti   
Paddy Lane   
Louise Lane Bishop Hills 
William Lankford   
Peggy & John Law   
William C. Leininger   
Paul Lewin   
John & KateLombardi   
Joan Lorenz   
Daniel & Linda Marquardt   
Jenice Martin-Anderson 
Gary & Betty Massoni   
Robert Maxwell   
James & Mary McCue   
Mark McDermott   
Karen McGarry   
Wilmer McNair   
Gail Milliken      
Nancy Mills   
Alan & Peggy Minert   
Robert & Nobuko Miyake-Stoner 
Mery Ann Moore 
Tom Moore & Nancy Sullo 
Peg Morton   
Tim Musser   
Glenn I. Nelson & Jane Bocelli 
Julia Newcomb   
Michael Nimkoff   
Margaret Norman &  
     Geoff Holton  
Fran C. Nyce   
Eleanor Oakley   
Don & Margaret O'Brien   
Kathleen O'Connor   
Daniel O'Donnell   
Anna Olsen   
Mary O'Melveny   
Charles & Pamela Orlowicz   
Hilvie Ostrow   
Richard K. & Jean Panther   
Augustin H. Parker   
James & Nancy Paul 
Ted Peck   
Dean Pedersen   
John & Carolyn Pegg   
Richard Pelz   
Gail S. Phares   
Bill & Rosemary Pletcher   
Sue Poteet 
Kent & Julie Price   
David Ramaley   
Doris Reed 
Peter Reynolds   
Doris Rhodes   
Hugh Richards   

Carrie & David Roach   
Ron & Jill Rohde   
Sue Roman   
Rolf Rosenthal   
Brooke & Justin Rothshank   
Lenore M. Salvaneschi   
Contee Seely   
Amy E. Shelton &  
     Marlon Obando Solano  
Charles R.S. Shepard & Derry Moritz  
Nancy Shephard   
Joseph Smith   
Maria Smith & Charlie Hurst 
Sally Spangler   
Richard Stahler-Sholk   
Eileen Storey   
Mildred Stout 
Myles & Lise Striar   
Paul & Debi Stromberg   
Abbe Sudvarg & Frank Baumli  
B.R. Suydam   
Gilbert Tauck   
William & Villabeth Taylor   
Kay & Clark Taylor   
Karen & Brian Teaman   
Ann Tiffany  
Michelle Tooley   
Sanho Tree   
Hazel Tulecke & Bill Houston   
Vic & Barbara Ulmer   
Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy & 
     James J. Murphy  
Elsie Van Buren   
Edgar Villchur   
Lorraine Vinograd   
Florence Wagner   
Robert & Ruth Walden   
Joseph and Nancy Waldstein   
Rufus Wanning   
Wilfred H. Ward   
William D. Watson & 
     Suzanne D. Welch 
J.D. Wayman   
Sally & Jon Weaver Sommer 
Clark Webb   
Richard & Dana Wekerle 
Dolores Welty 
Lois Whitman   
Joe & Ruth Wimsatt   
Stanley D. Wine   
John Wish   
Margot Worfolk   
Ann & Mitsuru Yasuhara   
Charles Yeager   
James J. Zaffiro   
Cheryl Zook   

Transforming Policy. 
 

2009 Grassroots Action in the U.S. 

WFP’s 20,000-strong grassroots network promotes positive 
policies toward our Latin American neighbors. Highlights of 
our education and policy work in 2009 include: 
• Approximately 25,000 people of faith commemorated the 

Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia, sending over 
21,000 postcards to President Obama. Congregations and 
university groups made more than 18,000 paper dolls 
displayed in 8 cities to represent the large internally-
displaced population in Colombia.  

• Despite significant pressure from business interests, WFP 
and our partners have been able to stall NAFTA-styled 

free trade agreements across the hemisphere. 
Congress has been unable to pass the 

Panama and Colombia agreements.  
• Witness for Peace produced a 
ground breaking documentary 
and report on the drug war in 

Colombia— Shoveling Water —  
featured by such groups as Earthjustice and 

the Organic Consumers Association. The video 
launched during the WFP-sponsored Washington visit of 
three Colombians impacted by failed drug policy and 
spurred 30,000 letters to President Obama calling for an 
end to destructive aerial fumigation in Colombia.  

• WFP answered Hondurans’ calls for international 
support to restore their democracy after a June coup. 
WFP mobilized over 1,000 calls and emails to the White 
House, State Department and U.S. Congress, successfully 
pressuring the Obama Administration to cancel over $60 
million in mostly military aid.  WFP staff in Honduras 
provided crucial reporting on human rights violations. 

• Twelve organizations joined Witness for Peace to mark 
International Trade Action Day in October with over 
35 local events across the country and a new NAFTA at 
15 publication calling for a new international trade model. 

• WFP produced a compelling video highlighting the 
heartbreaking story of Martha Giraldo whose father 
was murdered by the U.S.-backed Colombian 
military. When Martha’s uncle—a witness to the 
murder—was shot in the head, WFP began providing 
Martha protective accompaniment to ensure her safety.  

• Six Latin American speakers toured the United States, 
directly reaching an estimated 9,000 people, dozens of 
media outlets and policymakers with their true stories of 
the impact of free trade, immigration and military aid. 

• Witness for Peace members have sent over 24,000 letters 
to policymakers in Washington calling for reforms in 
U.S. policy toward Latin America that support peace, 
justice and sustainable economies in the Americas. 

• WFP reached new audiences with over 100 media hits, 
including opinion pieces published in the Providence 
Journal and a prominent piece on immigration and trade 
featured in the 270,000-circulation Oregonian.  

Transforming People. 
 

Transformative Travel to Latin America in 2009 

Over our 26-year history, Witness for Peace has transformed the lives 
of more than 13,000 delegates who have traveled to Latin America.  
In 2009: 
• WFP led a total of 497 delegates to Latin America: 168 

delegates to Mexico, 157 to Nicaragua, 86 to Colombia, 79 to 
Venezuela/Bolivia and other countries.  

• In response to a rise in immigration raids and anti-immigration 
ordinances in North Carolina, a group of 20 local leaders 
traveled on a WFP delegation to Oaxaca, Mexico—the former 
home of many newly-arrived immigrants in their area. The group 
included a congressional aide, the directors of several North 
Carolina organizations, and labor and faith leaders. A 
popular short film was developed based on this 
delegation.   

• Mexico and Nicaragua delegations brought 
U.S. citizens face-to-face with the stark 
realities facing families who are forced to 
contemplate the dangerous journey to seek 
work in the U.S., in part due to U.S. trade policy in 
the region. 

• After the military coup d’etat, a ten-member Witness for Peace 
delegation traveled to Honduras to  document reported human 
rights abuses by the de facto Honduran government and support 
Hondurans struggling for democracy.  

• Delegations to Colombia examined the impact of U.S. military 
aid and training, aerial fumigations, the proposed U.S. Colombia 
Free Trade Agreement.  They stood in solidarity with indigenous, 
Afro-Colombian and other marginalized groups facing poverty 
and human rights violations.  

• Delegations to Venezuela and Bolivia provided U.S. citizens 
with an opportunity to move beyond hostile rhetoric, see these 
countries for themselves, and learn about U.S. intervention. 

• In consultation with Marazul Charters, Inc., a licensed travel 
service provider, Witness for Peace supported two very successful 
research trips to Cuba in 2009. We have scheduled five more for 
2010. This historic opportunity again opens up travel to Cuba, 
paving the way for fully normalized relations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008-2009  Institutional Delegation Partners 
 

8th Day Center for Justice  Ohio University 
American University  Pacific Lutheran University 
Centre College   Portland University 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Princeton University 
Earlham College   Salem State College 
EPICA    SOA Watch 
Equal Exchange   The College of New Jersey 
Guilford College    TransAfrica Forum 
Institute for Policy Studies  University of  Illinois 
Kentuckians for the Commonwealth University of Maine 
Latin America Working Group University of Minnesota 
Miami University (Ohio)  United Church of Christ  
Middlebury College  UUSC 
Montclair State University  Waite House 
No More Deaths    Warren Wilson College 
Oberlin College    West Chester University *We make every effort to include all who belong in the Peace Circle in this report.  If we 

have an oversight, please let us know.  We are grateful for your ongoing support. 


